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» Lieutenant, Colonek Zdmmdo Jarv¥al, Commaridér of the Tauddoran Air Torce,
permitted the local press €o publish on'9'Decémber 1942 his "memarks concorning
the lack of*funds and materiel in thd' Afr Fod¥e. The-réMarks were made
booauad Faleoni Alarcon, the Benadoran Comptroller Gendiral, had refused to
make sufficlent fuads available to,operate the iir Forc¥ until the new budpet
was allocated. Certain mehbers ef “the Army Genaral Staff -and ‘the Arred
Torees derdunced Carvajal for #ojuiicing the nation and Somurdai sine Jefense
secrets,” Colonel Pinto and Lisutenant Colonel Cesar Alfaro, together with
other officers, callad on the Minister of Jo®edse on 11 December and demanded
that Carvajal be arrosted and tried before e nllitary tribunal for niaconduct
- if'offidbl After a preat deal of discussion, Manuel Diaz "Granddes, the
Hinister of Defenss, was convinged that the Army would. remain adamant, so he
gave verial ‘orders to have Carviial confindd-at the Colegio Militar for five
days pending further investignbion of the ocasks” CaPvdjal ' Pinally prosented
lilmoslf for confinemont on 13 December, after’he had been warnéd that he would
..be seilzed by force if he did not Burrender voluntarily, and w:s being held
" inoomumicado at ‘the Golegio M litar. t. Army. opRofition to
GCatvajal is quite bittér and is a ocontribuiink foctor to thesdifficulties
arising from his remarks.}® -7 07w o vm. & R

2. On 13 Decewher Diaz erdered all milftery almraft grounded andidmpoced strict
censorship on Air Tereo’commmioations. ILisutenant Colonel Bolivar Pico was
placed in temporary cormand of thé Air Force. A group of Air Force pilots
(officers) attemptod to contact Cameajal, and vhen:they were denied admission,
they proceeded- 6 hia home and Informod hie wife that they won'd fly on the
morning of & Decenber and that”they womi? not obsy any offimer.assipned to
roplaoce him. All servicesble planes were airborne on 14 and/or 15 Decembor in
direct dofiande of the ordebs of -the Minstster of Dofénse and as a gesture in
nrotest againit the arrest 8f Catvajals . - #ie e

3. 4 group of Alr Forde offiees-alecotulitkd t¥vajal'e arrest directly. to
Prosident Galo Plaga on 13 Becember 1842, and left witk the irvreédion that
allthough such an indisoretich Shouldssolse: ukMAEhed, Carberial: wsuld xot be

25X1X6 Telisved of his eormand. e L
-.4‘. Carvajal's arrest has provided the opnosition in Ouayaquil with excsllent
provaganda against the present-Gowermment. Carles™CuovarasMoreno:.ani Jaoe V.
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Trujillo are also nsing 1t 1e nrovapanda in an atterpt to sseure the supnort
of military nersonnsl arainst the Covernment.

On 13 Dascerber 1943, the Ministar of Tational Tefanse amikted zonfiventially
that the Governﬂant had investirsted rumora that 4 ravolnt¥oniry moverent axisted
in (meyaquil and found nroof to confirm .it. On the basis of this information,
Diazs ordered a tank “ebachmont from the San Antonio Jantanment to vroceed to
Cuayagqnil and 1@ nreparsd to deal with any trouble. In selegting the parsonnel
for tha datachnent, Diaz consulted his aide, Cantnin Rene Avila, and other
officers, who sugrested Cantain Montano to cormand the detachment. Montano

is belisved to be one of the opposition members in the tank corps and¢ Avila

is also belicved to be one of the consnirators, which indicates th-at the
Finister of National Defense is in a difficult position, not knowing whom he
can trust and unwrare that he is accenting adviece from officers who are not
loyal to the Covermment.

Lt. Colonel Cesar Alfare, allaged lozder of the military opnosition, and Major
Jorpe Gortaire, his intermediary with the other covsvirators, have been making
a tour of all Army garrisons, ostensibly to roview promotions. They snent two
days in Cuayaquil and two in Cushoea, conferzing with Cusvara MNoreno on both
occasions. The Cusnea meeting aroused the Goverrment's susplelons, and special
investigators wore sant thers in an attempt %o discover whether the revolt would
start there. Renorts recsived through Dzcember were negative. Alfnro departed
for Loja on 15 Dace'mber, but Gortaire went to (mayaquil in eiviljan clothes,
ostensibly on nritvato tmoiness. (Comment. Shonid it be fully confirmed
that Alfaro and Cortaire afe m’mal'!_y sngaped in ravolutionary oletting, their
visite to all the Army garrisons would wrovide an oxcellent omnortunity to
orranize all units into a conzeorted effort.)
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